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You Asked... We Answered
Check out the New MBOA Online Store

In the results of the recent MBOA 
member survey, many individuals 
indicated that they would like more 
variety of merchandise to be available.  
After researching this topic, we were 
able to establish a new online store 
that will feature more styles and colors 
of shirts and other clothing items. 
Customization with your boat name 
is also an option, and youth sizes are 
available!

Not only will this new store allow 
many more options for purchase, 

but MBOA will not be required to 
purchase the stock up front and will 
receive a 15% commission back on 
all orders. Select items will still be 
available directly from the MBOA 
office, including burgees, calendars 
and DVDs. 

Please take a moment to visit the new 
store, order some new apparel for this 
season, and let us know your feedback! 
You can access the store from the 
MBOA website, or directly at 
matthewsboats.logosoftwear.com/



Dear MBOA Members,

We are hopefully headed over to the other side of the Covid mountain and toward 
“normalcy”- whatever that will mean for all of us living in different parts of the U.S. and 
Canada! 

This Spring 2021 LOG is filled with a great variety of articles that I know will peak 
your interest. Member David Hughes from Ontario, Canada posted his winter project on 
Facebook (reprinted page 15). New member Kyle Dufur becomes acquainted with the 
history of his new acquisition - a 1940 38’ twin cabin- by requesting archival information 
from Antique Boat Museum (articles on pages 9 and 16).  Member Kent Baker shares 
his story, research and archival brochure reprints of one of the last surviving 31’ 
Matthews Playboats (pages 10-13). And who knew that a Matthews 41’ Sedan was 
featured in a popular TV show on NBC in the 1950’s?! Trustee Randy Mueller recounts 
his memories and the history of the show in part one of his article (page 6). Stay tuned 
for more to come in the Fall LOG from Kent and Randy! We are especially pleased with 
the launch of the new MBOA on-line store! Be sure to check it out! 

What is “normal” for us right now?  Boat prep for 
summer cruising! Jeff and I started a multi-spring 
project last year replacing the first thousand screws in 
the bow of our 1968 45’ Triple Cabin, which included 
removal of the first two garboards to inspect the ribs. 
The snow has finally melted around the boat, 
temperatures are above freezing and work has begun. 
Jeff and our son Matthew just removed the next two 
garboards, the south bay strainers, and the engine thru 
hull valves. So far, so good. Jeff is going to sandblast 
and paint the thru hulls before putting them back.  We 
are on track to replace the next thousand screws this 
spring. 

I want to personally welcome our new members 
aboard and urge you to encourage any Matthews boat 
owners or enthusiasts you may know who are not 
members to join. If you sell your boat, we ask that you 
please help the new owner to connect with us and 
consider remaining a member! The Trustees and I 
thank all of you who have supported the raffle, the 
calendar photos, the purchase of the QUIPS and other 
items from the Ship’s Store. Special thanks to you for 
prompt dues payments and to those who have included 
donations! Without your support, MBOA cannot “stay 
afloat”. 

As you know, our terrific editor and office assistant, 
Becky McWilliam, is always looking for articles of 
interest for the LOG. I encourage you to share stories,
pictures of your adventures cruising, repairing or 
just cool historical information about the Matthews 
boats. Our next LOG comes out in the fall so you 
have plenty of time to think about what you could 
contribute! Feel free to e-mail 
Becky@matthewsboatownersassoc.com.

Wishing you a great summer of cruising aboard a 
Matthews! 

Deb
Deborah Schoman, Executive Director 
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Letter from the Executive Director

How Can You Reach MBOA?

E-Mail:  
becky@matthewsboatownersassoc.com

 
Address:  

3053 Nationwide Parkway 
Brunswick, Ohio 44212

 
Phone:  

330-273-5756

Facebook:
Search “Matthews Boats” group

NEW Instagram:
instagram.com/matthewsboats

If you are an MBOA member who 
would be interested in serving on the 

Board of Trustees, please contact: 
Deb Schoman at (516) 805-6991 or 

debschoman3@gmail.com

“The first 1000 screws” 
Deb and her son, Matthew.
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Piping Aboard (New Members)

1928 38’ Special 38
Engine: Yanmar, 4 Cylinders, 57 HP
Owners: Peter Wiles, Jr. and Jim William of Skaneateles, NY
Summer Location: Erie Canal
Winter Location: Skaneateles
Cruising Grounds: Erie Canal, Northeast
About the Captain: Peter has been involved in his family’s boat tour business 
on Skaneateles Lake and the NYS Canal System for the past 50 years. His husband, Jim, is a public law attorney in 
Syracuse and has cruised the Erie Canal, Hudson River and St. Lawrence Seaway.
Boat History: Peter’s father bought the boat in the early 1980s and traveled the NYS canals extensively. Previously it was 
in the Thousand Islands.

Trident

1940 38’ Twin Cabin/Trunk Cabin
Engine: Perkins, 4 Cylinders, 95 HP
Owners: Kyle and Meriah Dufur of Little Compton, RI
Boat History: Fireplace is just a standard Matthews, she was not built for any 
specific owner. She was sold through Bruns & Kimball in New York City and 
was one of three Matthews at the boat show in 1940. Her previous owner, 
Robert Lyons, bought her in 1967. And the Dufur’s purchased her in 2020.
See article on page 9.

Fireplace

1951 32’ Playboat
Engine: Gray Marine, 8 Cylinders, 256 HP
Owner: Bill Jockett of Toledo, OH
Summer and Winter Location: Toledo, OH
Cruising Grounds: Lake Erie
See article on page 10.

1948 40’ Stock Cruiser
Engine: Twin 1964 Chris Craft 327, 8 Cylinders, 210 HP
Owners: Jordan and Marie-Laure Dolger of Stamford, CT
Summer and Winter Location: Anchor Point Marina in Stamford, CT
Cruising Grounds: Long Island waters- lower Fairfield County, CT
About the Captain: Brothers Jordan and Joshua Dolger.

Traveler
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Piping Aboard (New Members)

1967 45’ FB Sport Sedan
Engine: Chrysler, 8 Cylinders, 330 HP
Owner: Dennis Pettit of Enon, OH
Summer and Winter Location: Port Clinton, OH
Cruising Grounds: Lake Erie

Doc’s In

Ryan and Jessica Nagel of Avon, OH

Shannon Billman of Oregon, OH
(Owner of Billman Marine Engine)

Ed Bettendorf and Marta Vielhaber of Port Clinton, OH
Ed is a retired (in 2018 after 32+ years) trial lawyer for 
AT&T (Cleveland, OH). His wife, Marta, is a retired (in 
2018 after 30+ years) allergist for the Cleveland Clinic 
(Cleveland, OH). Many years ago, they owned a 1984 28’ 
Carver Mariner.

2021 Member Roster
Included with this LOG is the 2021 MBOA 
Membership Roster. This roster contains all current 
members of the association. The roster is published 
as a hardcopy every two years. In the interim you 
can always view a current list of members by 
visiting the online Roster at 
www.matthewsboatownersassoc.com/members/roster
(Available only to MBOA members)
Thank you to our wonderful advertisers for their 
support in making the hardcopy Roster possible!

MBOA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization as determined by the IRS. 

Your contribution is tax-deductible to the 
full extent permitted by the law. Donations 

help sustain the Association! 

Consider donating today at 
www.matthewsboatownersassoc.com/

support-mboa/
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MBOA Member Survey
Thank you to all who participated 
in the MBOA member survey in the 
Summer/Fall of 2020. We had about 
a 20% response, enough to give us a 
sense of what we are doing well and 
where we might want to make some 

changes. Feel free to e-mail MBOA if 
you have further questions, comments 
or thoughts! We are here to serve the 
membership and we welcome 
feedback anytime! 

Congratulations to member Michael 
Krawczyk who won a Matthews hat 
for completing the survey! 

Here are the Results: 
Q1: What is the most valuable part of membership in MBOA?
Most frequent responses: Networking with other members; Maintenance tips; Restoration stories; Historical Quips. 

Q2: How do MBOA membership dues compare to other organizations? 
65% responded comparable while 35% felt MBOA dues are lower than others. 

Q3: Rate us on the following:  
LOG/Newsletter - 100% felt we are doing a good to an excellent job
Website - 94% ranked us good to excellent
E-Mail - 95% ranked us good to excellent 
Merchandise - 42% - average; 37% - good; 21% - excellent 
Comments: Need a wider variety of clothing choices - more options in styles and colors.

Q4: Have you requested archival information about your Matthews from the Antique Boat Museum, Clayton, NY? 
32% - yes; 63% - no; 5% - unaware this was available. 

Q5: Are you a member of the MBOA Facebook group? 
32% - yes; 53% -no; 16% - unaware of the group

Q6: Suggestions on ways to financially sustain MBOA. 
Several indicated we should continue what we are doing - Work on building membership; Continue with raffles; Annually 
request donations. 

A few members suggested we try to solicit membership from our Facebook page (which currently has over 900 members 
representing boat owners, previous owners, children of parents who owned a Matthews or whose parents or grandparents 
worked for the Matthews Company, and those who just love the marque). 

Q7: Would you be willing to serve on the Board? 
We only heard a “yes” from one person. (Please consider becoming a Trustee! And let us know you are interested!)

Q8: Any final thoughts or comments?
Overall respondents reported being very happy with the work we are doing. There were a few who suggested we try to 
find ways for more personal contact - maybe local gatherings? One respondent wonders if we might consider having 
another reunion at the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton, NY. 

As a result of the survey, the Trustees 
voted to discontinue the $10 new 
member initiation fee. We are hopeful 
this may help increase membership in 
the MBOA to include Matthews 
owners as well as those who are 
Matthews lovers. 

The Trustees agreed that we are going 
to transition to an online sportswear 
store that will provide a wider range 
of Matthews logo clothing and non-
clothing logo options. Members will 
be able to login and pay directly to the 
store. The benefit of this online store is 
that MBOA will not need to be 
responsible for maintaining costly 

inventory, items purchased are shipped 
directly to members, MBOA receives 
a 15% commission on any orders. We 
will aim to sell out clothing items that 
are currently for sale on the MBOA 
website. We will continue to sell the 
non-clothing items i.e. burgees, 
calendars, etc.
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Crunch and Des - NBC Television Series
by Randy Mueller, MBOA Trustee

In the mid-1950’s my family got 
involved with boating, starting with a 
16-foot outboard runabout.  I was 
immediately ‘hooked’, and shortly 
after that I bought my own 11-foot 
utility hydroplane.  We would usually 
take both boats down to the launch 
ramp and travel together out for our 
adventures on Seattle’s Lake Washington. 
  
It was sometime during the later part 
of 1955 when, as a 10 year old, I 
happened to discover an NBC TV 
boating adventure show titled “Crunch 
and Des.”  It was most likely as a 
result of a network promo clip shown 
on TV at an earlier hour, because I 
remember the show being on around 
10 pm -- well after my bedtime, and 
also being mid-week during a school 
night.  I recall being able to talk my 
mom into letting me stay up that one 
night a week to watch the show -- not 
sure how I accomplished that!  The 
boat used for this show was a 41-foot 
Matthews Sedan named “Poseidon.” 
This was my first introduction to the 
Matthews line of yachts -- and the 
beginning of a life-long love affair.  
More on this later. 

  
The half-hour tv show revolved 
around the adventures of a charter 
boat captain named Crunch Adams 
(starring Forrest Tucker).  His mate 
Des (for Desperate) Smith (played 
by Sandy Kenyan) and Crunch’s wife 
Sari (played by Joanne Bayes).  Their 
deep sea fishing charter operation was 
based out of “Caribee Key” and the 
weekly series were stories of comedy, 
romance and adventure involving the 
people who chartered the “Poseidon.” 

The show was filmed in Bermuda with 
Darrell’s Island as the background for 
this deep-sea fishing adventure show.  
Darrell’s Island was a former 
commercial seaplane base in Hamilton 
Harbor.  A large hangar on the island 
was converted into a fully equipped 

motion picture center with several 
state-of-the-art sound stages.  The 
action scenes with shots of high-
powered boats, deep sea fishing and 
battles with the weather were filmed 
from two barges stationed off shore, 
using additional camera-equipped 
support cruisers.
  
Wylie’s inspiration for this adventure 
series began when he became 
interested in two young Florida house 
painters who dreamed of getting into 
the charter boat business.  They had 
purchased a semi-derelict old boat and 
were using all the money they were 
making to repair it.  At times they 
were forced to work on houses at night 
by floodlight so they could get their 
boat ready.  When the boat was finally 
seaworthy, they entered it in a fishing 
tournament and invited Wylie and his 
wife along.  By a stroke of good luck, 
a newsreel cameraman who knew the 
Wylie’s asked to come along to film 
the activity.  The newsreel publicity 
from this tournament guaranteed the 
instant success of the charter 
operation, and the adventures of 
the two young men getting to this 
point gave Wylie the ideas for his 
first “Crunch and Des” story.  Wylie 
changed the names of the two men, 
but the story he published closely 
paralleled their adventures.  It was 
so well received that Wylie’s editors 
requested more, which led to a run of 
thirty-nine “Crunch and Des” short 
stories appearing over a sixteen year 
period in the Saturday Evening Post 
magazine.  This became the basis for 
the weekly tv series. 
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By this time, Wylie was an 
accomplished author and avid deep-
sea fisherman and enjoyed his time 
occasionally consulting with the tv 
crew as shown in the following 
photos. 

Philip Wylie was born on May 12, 
1902 in Beverly Massachusetts.  At a 
young age he followed a life-long 
passion for fishing.  He attended 
Princeton University, but dropped out 
to follow another of his loves -- writing.  
In the 1930’s his writing successes 
allowed him to pursue more deep-sea 
fishing adventures.  By the time World 
War II broke out he 
was considered to 
be one of the 
foremost experts 
on deep sea 
fishing, so he 
was asked to join 
forces with other 
famed fisherman to 
develop a compact 
fishing kit for 
use in emergency 
packs on Navy 
life rafts.  Wylie 
said at the time 
“Our kit probably 
saved hundreds 
of men after their 
ships sunk or their 
planes cracked up 
at sea.”  Prior to 
this, survival kits 
were pretty 
bottom of the line 
basic -- maybe a 
few hooks and a 
line at best. 

The boat used for the show was a 
41-foot Matthews Sedan fitted with a 
Fishing Bridge and outriggers. 

Continued on Page 8
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Thus my interest in Matthews yachts 
first began.  In October of 1956, a 
mere three months past my 11th 
birthday, I received my first set of 
brochures from the Matthews 
Company with a nice letter from their 
sales manager, R.E. Reynolds.  That 
package included brochures on all 
their models, but when I first saw the 
Martinique Express it was love at first 
sight!  The sleek lines of that 42-foot 
‘runabout’ simply captivated me -- 
and it still does nearly 65-years later!

Something else that impressed 
me was the fact that here was a 
prestigious boat builder who took the 
time to respond to a scribbled request 
from a youngster.  I vowed that 
someday I was going to own a 
Martinique -- little did I know just 
how long that would take.  All this 

Crunch and Des... Continued from Page 7

beginning from an idea created by a 
television adventure show! 

Part 2 in the next issue will include 
more on the Crunch and Des Saturday 
Evening Post magazine series and the 
many books Philip Wylie has written.  
Many years ago I was able to obtain 
two original 40+ page television 
scripts from the show, one episode 
being “BIG CATCH” and the other 
“THE OLD CRAWDAD”.

References: 
  
Crunch and Des Press Kit, NBC Film 
Division 
  
“To Tell the Tale”, Rick Princenthal, 
Marlin Magazine, January 2000 
  
The Salt Water Sportsman, October 
1955 

Boat make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship of or affiliation with Hagerty or any of its products or services. 
Hagerty Insurance Agency, LLC provides insurance and determines final risk acceptance. Membership and DriveShare are provided by non-insurance affiliates of The Hagerty Group, LLC. 
Hagerty, the Steering Wheel Logo, HAGERTY FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE BOATS, Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop assembled by Hagerty, and DRIVESHARE BY HAGERTY are registered or 
common law trademarks of The Hagerty Group, LLC. ©2019 The Hagerty Group, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Members of qualifying boat clubs are eligible for discounts on boat insurance. 

THERE’S NOT  
AN APP FOR THIS

Cruise with us.  800-762-2628 | Local Agent | Hagerty.com

INSURANCE. DRIVERS CLUB. BOAT VALUES. ENTERTAINMENT. THE SHOP. DRIVESHARE.
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As you may recall from the Fall LOG, 
FIREPLACE, a 38’1940 Twin Cabin/
Trunk Cabin was listed for sale after 
her owner, Bob Lyons, passed away. 
The good news is that new member 
Kyle Dufur saw her for sale on the 
MBOA website and purchased her! 
Kyle and his family (pictured below) 
hail from Rhode Island. I’m sharing 
with you the e-mails I have received 
from Kyle: 

His first communication: 
“Thank you for your endorsement of 
FIREPLACE. We have really enjoyed 
getting to know the boat and also Judy 
Lyons. Bob’s care and legacy are one 
of the main reasons we decided to take 
the plunge and purchase the yacht. We 
are excited to be Matthews owners and 
in particular to own one with so much 
original from 1940 still in place. Our 
plan is to visit the boatyard as often as 
we can over the winter to prepare the 

boat for Spring launch and to move 
her up our way - possibly Cataumet, 
MA for her first summer. Bob and Judy 
did the world a favor in their caring 
for FIREPLACE over so many years. 
We plan to do our best to continue to 
care for and cruise her as they did. 
Like you said of your yacht: A new 
family member!”

His second communication: 
“We have been busy getting to know 
FIREPLACE during our holiday 
break. We are thrilled how much of 
the original interior remains intact. 
What a great layout! Getting her up 
and running will take some time, but 
we are optimistic that come May she 
can be launched and brought on her 
own bottom to Rhode Island. If all 
goes well, we will spend most of our 
summer around the Cape and Islands. 
Woods Hole, Cataumet, Nantucket and 
the Elizabeth Islands will likely be our 

FIREPLACE Finds a New Home
by Deb Schoman, MBOA Executive Director

cruising grounds for the first year. I’ll 
keep you posted on our progress. We 
are so excited to be starting our 
journey as a family cruising a 
Matthews. Thanks for your support! 
I’m sure we will be in touch with 
questions.” 

I contacted Judy Lyons over the 
holidays and had a nice long phone 
conversation with her. While she was 
sad to sell her, she is so happy that 
Kyle purchased FIREPLACE. She 
said it is great to know a family will be 
loving her. Judy and I both agreed that 
Bob would highly approve of the new 
owners! 

Fall Raffle Winners

Congratulations to the winners of 
our Fall 2020 raffle!

First Place
$100 VISA Card

Tony Sparrow

Second Place
Calendar Photo Placement

Jim Dubbert

Third Place
Matthews T-Shirt

Jeff Wilson

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the raffle in support 

of MBOA!
The Dufur family aboard FIREPLACE in the winter shed
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The Matthews Playboat
by Kent Baker

From January 1950 Motorboating 
Magazine:

The Matthews Company of Port 
Clinton, Ohio, which is celebrating its 
60th anniversary this year, is looking 
forward to a year of good business.

For the coming year the company will 
continue production of the Matthews 
“40” DeLuxe Sedan and has brought 
out a new smaller boat to fill a long 
felt need.  This new boat is called the 
Matthews Playboat and it is a 32-footer 
available as an open sport boat as a 
standard model.  A deck-house 
enclosure can also be added to the 
boat.  The boat is available in either 
single or twin screw power with a 
selection of various engines available. 

This new Matthews Playboat is not a 
newly developed hull, but is a scaled-
down model of the famous Matthews 
“40” which has been built for a great 
many years…

…The new Matthews Playboat, the 
newly introduced 32 footer, is the 
smallest boat the company has put into 
production for a number of years.  It 

is designed to fill a market for a boat 
to be used primarily as a fishing boat 
and day cruiser, but with over-night 
accommodations for four people.  
These accommodations include a large 
enclosed toilet room, two upper and 
lower berths and a complete galley 
extending the full width of the boat.  
All workmanship on this boat is up to 
the high standard seen in all Matthews 
cruisers and the standard equipment 
makes it a very complete boat without 
a long list of extras to buy in order to 
use it.

This boat is particularly suited for the 
man who has a home on the water and 
needs a boat with limited cruising ac-
commodations to use for sport fishing 
and an all-day run with a party of 
“landlubbers.”

Plans are under way to display this 
new 32-footer at the Miami Boat Show 
as well as the various other large boat 
shows held throughout the country.

-------------
For years, Bill Jockett (Owner of 
Jocketts Marina in Toledo, Ohio) and 
I would talk about the Matthews 
Playboat he let get away.  He had too 

many projects - all sorts of various 
Lymans, including some pre-war 
rarities and a customized 1950’s 18 
foot Lyman restyled like a Jersey 
Speed Skiff.  Bill was thinking about 
doing another major renovation on a 
larger twin-screw Lyman, when the 
opportunity to buy back the old 
Playboat arose.  The big Lyman was 
traded off to one of his marina buddies, 
and the Playboat was moved into 
the shop.  It hadn’t been used since 
1984, and eventually was left out in 
the elements.  The previous owner 
was unable to work on it and at some 
point, perhaps to try to fit it in a barn, 
the hardtop and much of the cabin top 
were removed and are still missing.   
Normally a boat in this shape would 
be cut up - surely there are more like it 
out there worthy of restoration for far 
less work.   But as we started 
investigating, we began to suspect 
there might not be any left.

From 1949-1951, Thirty-two Playboats 
were built. Eighteen had the twin 
engine option and it appears most 
were built with the Sedan enclosed 
deckhouse.  (Bill’s is the Standard 
Open cockpit model with single 
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engine).  It is said that “Matthews 
did not build a cheap boat” and after 
a short run of these more budget-
conscious cruisers, I am guessing they 
finally decided they could profit better 
from focusing on building larger, more 
luxurious boats.  

One of the main differences with the 
playboats  (besides their size) was that 
they were built of Cedar Planking 
instead of Mahogany.   “Hog clamps”- 
diagonal structural framing was 
employed in the construction of these 
boats as well, which I have not been 
able to find other boats that employ 
this method of stabilizing the hull 
structure.  

As the owner of a 1939 Richardson 
33’ Cruisabout, I was stricken by some 
similarities.  Had Matthews decided 
to target the market that Richardson 
was focused on at the time?  Most of 
the Tonawanda, NY company’s boats 
produced before WWII were the 26’ 
little giants, 33’Cruisabouts, and an 
occasional 36’ Super-Cruisabout.   

Right before wartime ended their 
pleasure boat production, they even 
began building a few Sparkman and 
Stephens designs - The “Perfect 31” 
and right after the war began 
production of an S&S designed 34.  

Certainly the production numbers 
attracted the attention of the upper 
management folk at Matthews.  There 
was no doubt that there was a demand 
for entry level boats that Chris-Craft, 
Century, Lyman, and countless other 
manufacturers were poised and ready 
to produce.

Physically, the Richardsons also had 
the “round bilge” design, white cedar 
plank over oak construction, and came 
standard as a single screw, but had an 
option for twins.  In my travels around 
the lake I typically get the standard 
“Hey is that a Chris-Craft?”  which is 
annoying as it seems everyone wants 
to assume all wood boats are Chris 
Crafts…  but once in a while someone 
will ask “Hey is that a Matthews?”  

and my face will light up.  There is 
some hope.  I explain no, sir!  It’s 
a Richardson.  But its sort of like a 
“Mini-Matthews”!

I was able to locate two more Playboats.  
(Both single-screw sedans).  The 
owners have been very helpful and 
forthcoming with pictures and 
information.   Anybody with more 
information about these boats or 
locations or dispositions of any other 
ones, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Bill Jockett at 419-340-6682 
or myself, Kent Baker, at 
419-509-5526 or kentb@bex.net. You 
can also find me on Facebook.

In the next LOG, we will dive into 
the project of Bills Playboat.   It may 

not be for the faint of 
heart…  but there are 
some enthusiastic 
volunteers involved.

Pictured Left: Kent Baker’s 
1939 33’ Richardson is 
based at Jocketts Marina 
and can be seen plying the 
Erie Islands in the summer.  
The popularity of this 
model from the North 
Tonawanda, NY competitor 
could have served as 
inspiration behind the
concept of the Playboat.
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Dirt Cheap but Irreplaceable
From the ABM Archives, 2013

From the ABM Newsletter, 2013

Last fall the Antique Boat Museum 
added a comprehensive archive fro 
The Matthews Company and a dedicated 
group called the Matthews Boat 
Owners Association (MBOA). The 
Matthews Company from Port 
Clinton, Ohio, built boats from 1890-
1974. The MBOA has kept and cared 
for the collection since 1990 after the 
company declared bankruptcy.

When a new collection is picked up 
by ABM there is usually an owner 
who can tell you all about it. Ted 
Johnson, former MBOA commodore, 
was willing to share his story about 
how the MBOA bought the company’s 
archives. This article is an excerpt 
from an interview that was recorded, 
transcribed and edited by Julie 
Broadbent, ABM educator.

At the time I bought [my Matthews] 
boat, Matthews was still in business. I 
became friends with Dave Sutherland, 
he was Vice President in charge of 
sales and he, his wife, my wife and I 
used to meet socially for years. He led 
us into The Matthews Company [and] 
then of course they went bankrupt.

Then a number of years later the 
auction came up for all the Matthews 
memorabilia and they had a lot of 
parts for Matthews boats. I wasn’t 
anxious to go out to Ohio to go to this 
auction because they were not going 
to auction any paperwork and the only 
thing I was interested in was 

paperwork. But my wife said, “Ted we 
are going to go.” So we went out there 
and we weren’t there but two hours 
when they said, “Oh we are going to 
auction off all the paper work.”

One family member, Scott, objected 
to [the MBOA buying the archives]. 
I said “Scott, look, how much money 
are you willing to bid on this?” He 
said, “Oh I couldn’t go over $1,000 
dollars.” I said, “Scott it is going to 
go for more than $1,000. Now I am 
going to be bidding on it but I don’t 
want to be bidding against you so if 
you want to start the bidding that’s fine 
but when you stop at $1,000 dollars I 
will continue.” So we got that settled 
right off the bat, then it went forward.

I only had one bidder against me 
and he was interested in buying the 
archives for a marina. So he bid me up 
but I think it was a good thing because 
I think we wouldn’t have bought it for 
the price we did if there wasn’t one 
other bidder. Because you know we 
would have gone in with a $1,000 
dollars or somthing like that as a 
starter. So he bid it up. I think we bid 
$2,700 and then it was the auctioneer’s 

fee so it ended up a little over $3,000 
but it was dirt cheap for what we got. 
I mean the stuff is irreplaceable. It has 
no value at all to a lot of people but to 
anybody interested it is invaluable.

To me it is a very valuable history 
because there is no one else [who 
knows the history]. The family 
including Dave Sutherland, said to 
Eddie [my wife] one time, they said, 
“The truth of the matter is you know 
more about the company than we do. 
If we had the computers and what you 
are able to glean out of this history 
of the club we would have still been 
in business because we would have 
known what boats we should have 
been building instead of what we were 
building.”



      Vol. MMXXI  No. 121                         PAGE 15                             SPRING 2021

A Boarding Ladder Resurrection
by David Hughes

I purchased this old teak boarding 
ladder dirt cheap off of eBay a few 
years back. It was in terrible condition 
due to metal rot from the ferrous 
fasteners used to hold it together. 
However, the underlying wood that 
escaped “metal rot” was in great 

condition! Slowly I “drilled and filled” 
the rot out of the pieces, then scarfed 
in a new teak piece using epoxy and 
Miller Dowels. The ladder slowly 
came back and will eventually placed 
on the transom of Mainstay.

On March 22, 1907, the first Matthews 
boat launched from the Pt Clinton 
plant. 

The Matthews Factory

"Trixie" is a 21 ft boat with a 12 
hp motor/ 15 mph purchased by 
Mr.Patterson of Union City, Michigan. 

Photos of the Matthews Factory in 1991

Excerpt from the Ottawa County Herald Newspaper:

Get Social with 
MBOA!

We have recently launched a 
“Matthews Boats” Instagram page 
where you can view and launch 
pictures of your Matthews boat. 
Be sure to join! 
instagram.com/matthewsboats

Be sure to find us on Facebook - 
join the group “Matthews Boats”- 
where you can meet old friends 
and make new friends with 
owners or lovers of Matthews 
Boats.  Everyone loves to talk 
about their boats and encourage 
others with their self-restoration 
projects. 
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ANTIQUE BOAT MUSEUM
750 Mary Street, Clayton, NY 13624
tel 315.686.4104 · fax 315.686.2775

www.abm.org

The Antique Boat Museum in Clayton, 
NY is proud to be the repository of the 
Matthews Boat Company Collection 
totaling thousands of print materials 
and photographs. In fact, one of our 
most popular research inquiries are 
from people who have purchased a 
vintage Matthews boat and would like 
to learn more about the history behind 
their new watercraft. Recently, we 
came across a most fascinating boat 
that has been recently purchased by a 
couple who are lovingly restoring the 
boat back to factory new condition.

This 1940 38’’ Twin Cabin (hull 4003) 
was purchased originally by Bruns, 
Kimball and Company of New York 
for display in their trade show 
exhibition at the New York Motor 
Boat Show that year. The boat was a 
custom order to have a pair of 
Kermath Sea Rover engines with red 
gears, double layered upholstery in 
the same blue shade Matthews used 
for their deluxe sedan and a standard 
cabin dinette. 

Bruns, Kimball & Company was a 
well-known boat dealer at the time. 
In their showroom at 5th Avenue and 
15th street in New York City they 
offered a variety of new and used 
watercraft as well as engines, both 
new and rebuilt by Bruns, Kimball 
and Company themselves. 

However, this custom Matthews was 
ordered to showcase what one of their 
best offerings would be. A luxurious 
mid-size cruiser with a lavish interior 
and remarkable craftsmanship. 

After the New York Motor Boat 
Show the boat was 
transferred to the 
Bruns, Kimball 
and Company 
showroom where it 
was presumably sold. 

That is where the 
paper trail goes cold 
until the boat recently 
resurfaced. Needing a 
somewhat substantial 
restoration the new 

FIREPLACE, A Custom Matthews
by Matthew Macvittie, Curator, Antique Boat Museum

owners are diligently researching the 
boats details and will no doubt have a 
wonderful example of a custom 
Matthews boat when completed. 

The Matthews represented in this article is 
Fireplace. See article on Page 9.
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Spread reprinted from the Matthews catalog 
“The Magnificent Matthews Fiberglass Fleet”
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The Detroit
by Deb Schoman, MBOA Executive Director

MBOA recently received a letter in the 
mail that contained a picture postcard 
of The Detroit. Sender, Jeff Dykeman, 
who resides in Arizona writes, “My 
parents and I are Port Clintonites. 
This [postcard] was in their papers.”  
MBOA will donate this postcard to the 
Sandusky Maritime Museum in Ohio.  
(https://www.sanduskymaritime.org/) 

This museum has a lovely collection 
of Matthews archival items, many 
donated by Bob Reynolds, grandson 
of Scott J.Matthews. Bob’s father 
“Salty” and Bob were dedicated 
Matthews employees for many years. 
Bob volunteers his time, expertise, 
and knowledge to this museum and 
if you visit (check their website for 
reopening info), you may be lucky 
enough to meet Bob and hear some 
wonderful stories. 

“The [Matthews] company’s early 
boats (beginning in 1890) were small 
open launches with torpedo sterns, 
mahogany carvings and wicker chairs. 
They were powered by relatively new-
fangled contraptions, gasoline engines 
made by the Lozier Co. The engines 
produced as little as 2 ½ hp, which 
could move the boat at a thrilling 5 
mph. 

In 1900, Lozier 
commissioned 
Matthews to build 
a 31-footer with 
the fetching name 
Beulah. With its 
6 hp two cycle 
Lozier engine, 
Beulah made a 
500 mile trip from 
Toledo, Ohio to 
Plattsburg, New 
York at an average 
speed of nearly 
8 mph. Because 
most power boats Pictured above is the Detroit. Bob Reynolds has told MBOA that his 

mother (Daughter of Scott Matthews) christened the Detroit in 1912. 

in those days used steam engines, 
Beulah’s journey was  
considered remarkable. “Many 
gas-powered engines experienced 
explosions in base, which would 
cause the engine to stop or to clog,” 
one newspaper reporter wrote. “They 
would not ignite because of improper 
air mixture, or they would only use 
one-half gasolene (sic), which caused 
a foul vapor that covered the side of 
the boat with oil and dirt.” Beulah 
suffered none of these indignities. 

By 1912, gasoline engines had 
become far more civilized and had 

FOR SALE:  
1974-1975 56’ Fiberglass Flush Deck Command Bridge Cruiser
Location: Guntersville, AL under covered dock (on Tennessee River)
Price: TBA

1974 56′ Fiberglas Flush Deck Command Bridge Cruiser, ANDROMEDA, 
8V-71 Detroit Diesels, 8kw Onon generator, 3 cabins: two aft with head and 
shower in each. Aft Master Cabin with two wider single bunks, V-berth with 
head, Guest cabin with 2 single bunks, fold out double sofa in salon to bring 
sleeping quarters for 8. Full galley with range, microwave and dishwasher, Center Salon with few steps up to Aft deck and with galley 
few steps down. Dinette in galley sleeps six, 2 spare props, engine room with fire suppressor. Under covered dock in water with direct 
access to Great Lakes AND to the Gulf of Mexico. Located at Guntersville, AL on Tennessee River. Call Murph at 864-934-0713. See 
www.classicmatthews.com for full information and photos email: classicmatthews1974@gmail.com

Classifieds

earned more respect. William Scripps, 
commodore of the Detroit Motor Boat 
Club and president of Scripps Motor 
Co., asked Matthews to build a 35 foot 
boat capable of crossing the Atlantic. 

Resembling an oversized lifeboat, 
Detroit departed its namesake city on a 
historic voyage that eventually ended 
in St. Petersburg, Russia. Detroit thus 
became the first boat to cross the 
Atlantic under gasoline power.”

https://classicyacht.org/sites/default/files/
HistoryofTheMatthewsBoatCompany.pdf
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Tips & Tricks - Varnishing
Reprinted from the Winter 2005 MBOA LOG

Varnishing is a tedious, time-consuming 
job, but once you have a good base, 
upkeep (that maintenance again) is not 
that difficult providing you follow a 
schedule and don’t postpone the tasks 
that are scheduled. 
 
Many people use a pure varnish; we 
did for years but wanted something 
with less work yet maintained the 
appearance of a good varnish.  We 
believe we found it in a product called 
Sikkens Cetol and have now used it 
on all our boats for at least 15 years.  
We’ve never had to strip it and it has 
never failed, but we took the time to 
do it right.
 
One drawback with Sikkens Cetol is 
it must be applied to clean wood with 
NO other finish already on it.  This 
means removing all the old finish right 
down to bare wood and sanding the 
heck out of it once the finish has been 
removed.  Some finishes can be put on 
over an old finish but we don’t know 
if they work and aren’t about to take 
the chance, especially when we are so 
satisfied with Sikkens. 
 
Once you are down to bare wood 
and have finish sanded with 220 grit, 
vacuum the surface well.  I frequently 
hose it and surrounding surfaces (these 
collect dust and mar any wet varnish) 
and let them dry for 24 hours.  The 
only problem I find here is around 
stanchions or other deck fittings where 
water can hang up.  Once thoroughly 
dry, proceed by wiping the surface to 
be varnished with denatured alcohol.  
Take a “live” tack rag (not one lacking 
the stickiness of a new one) and wipe 
it down.  Be sure areas around where 
you plan to varnish are without dust or 
dirt. 
 
Using full-strength Sikkens satin 
finish, flow on a full coat of the 

product.  I first brush it across the 
grain, then with the grain to be sure 
to fill in all areas.  Let this dry for 24 
hours.
 
Return the next day, use a tack rag to 
wipe it down again, and flow on a 
second coat without any thinner.  
Apply it in the same manner as the 
first.  Let this dry 24 hours.
 
If you are going to leave the final 
finish satin, sand down the second 
coat with 220 or finer grit sandpaper.  
If you plan to put on a gloss finish 
(do NOT use gloss on any surface on 
which you will walk - decks, ladders, 
swim platforms - too slippery), you 
can sand the second coat with 220 
only and apply the third and final coat 
of satin before going on to the gloss.  I 
apply 5 coats of  Sikkens regardless of 
whether I am using gloss or satin and 
do a final sanding between the fourth 
and fifth coats with 220, then 320.You 
can get away with only three coats 
with satin, but I recommend the five!
 
Clean with denatured alcohol and then 
tack it.  Flow on the third coat the 
same as you did the first two.  If you 
decide to lay on five coats of satin, 
sand between the last two with a finer 
grit - 220, then 320.
 
Gloss requires the base coats to be 
satin.  Once you have built up the base 
with three coats of satin, sand, clean 
with the alcohol and tack rags and 
flow on a coat of gloss in the same 
manner.  Wait 24 hours.
 
Sand, clean, and lay on the second  
coat of gloss. Wait 24 hours; sand with 
220 or finer grit, clean, flow on the 
final coat.
 
NEVER use anything but a clean, pure 
bristle brush.  DO NOT USE foam. 

If you follow these directions, you 
should have a sturdy finish that will 
last and last and continue to look good.
 
Sikkens can be touched up if you find 
any breaks from scuffing, sun, or other 
elements that penetrate.  I lay on at 
least one maintenance coat per year, 
sometimes two, depending upon the 
exposure to a hot southern sun.  
 
To do your yearly or semi-yearly 
maintenance coats, use a 3M 
“scratchy” pad or 220 sandpaper.  Go 
over the surface lightly.  It is NOT 
like sanding a hard varnish and when 
I tell people I “sand” the finish, I feel 
a little guilty as it is so easy and fast.   
Be sure to clean the area around the 
sanded surface; again, I hose it down 
and wait for 24 hours for it to dry.  
Wipe with the alcohol and tack it.  
Lay on one coat of finish - gloss over  
gloss, satin over satin.
 
I repeat some basic rules:  

  · Remove all the old finish.
  · Sand well and clean well.  
  · Using a pure bristle brush, flow on 
    the Sikkens.  
  · Wait 24 hours between coats.  
  · Sand between the last two coats.  
  · If you choose to put on gloss, sand 
    between the last two coats of satin 
    and after the second coat of gloss.  
  · Clean well between each coat. 

Follow these directions and you 
should have a varnish that will last for 
years, but NOT if you take shortcuts. 
 
Incidentally, for years Sikkens has 
been (and is) rated the highest by 
Boating Reports, a magazine similar to 
Consumer’s Guide but concentrating 
on boats. 
 



Matthews Boat Owners Association (MBOA)  
3053 Nationwide Parkway, Brunswick, OH 44212   

Tel: 330-273-5756 •• Fax: 216-803-9900  
www.matthewsboatownersassoc.com 

 
____________ New Member $40     Please mail application and payment to: 
 
____________ Renewal Member $40     Matthews Boat Owners Association 

3053 Nationwide Parkway 
____________ MBOA Burgee (optional) $35     Brunswick, OH 44212 
 
____________ Total Due      Preferred Communication Method: 
         _____ E-Mail     _____ Hard Copy 
               
 

Please make checks payable to: Matthews Boat Owners Association 
 

Membership is valid January 1st through December 31st 
 
     

MATTHEWS BOAT OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 
 
 

 
 

Date ___________________________    Referred By _____________________________________________________ 

Name _____________________________________ Spouse’s Name _________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________________________ State_____________ Zip/Postal Code______________  

E-mail____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone____________________________________ Cell Phone_________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Boat _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Model _______________________________________________ Length ______________ Year ___________________ 

Engine Make ________________________Single____ Twin _____ HP ________________ Cylinders _______________ 

Former Name(s) of Boat _____________________________________________________________________________  

Hull #__________________________ (If Builder’s Plate is missing, check on underside of any drawer for Hull # written in marker)  

Document/State Reg. # _____________________________________________________________________________  

Summer Boat Location ______________________________ Winter Boat Location_______________________________ 

Cruising Grounds __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Boat History/Personality/Characteristics _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Information about Captain, Mate and Crew ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If available, please email a photo of your boat to the MBOA office at becky@matthewsboatownersassoc.com, or mail with your 

application 
               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook!
 

 

SHARE THIS APPLICATION WITH A FRIEND AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO JOIN!


